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donostsev, however, saved Katkov from the consequences of his misdeeds. The public rebuttal decreed by the tsar was commuted to a discreet private warning, followed by an audience with the emperor. From this interview Katkov carried the impression that Alexander, while upholding official policies, was in sympathy with his own views. The Giers-Katkov feud, which might have led to the dismissal of the foreign minister, was terminated "by Katkov's death in July, 1887. Three years later the policy he had advocated was espoused, under the pressure of events, by his arch-enemy Giers.
The vituperations of the Russian press, unjustified as they were by the policies of Germany and Austria during the Bulgarian crisis, appealed to Alexander's nationalistic emotions and were instrumental in sealing the fate of the alliance of the three emperors. Giers favored the renewal of the treat}' of 1884, which was to expire in June, 1887, but he met with the resistance of the tsar. In January, 1887, Alexander startled his foreign minister by opposing, as incompatible with the feeling of the nation, an alliance with either Austria or Germany, and by declaring that Russia's only possible ally was Turkey. In so far as Germany and the Porte were concerned, this was merely a passing mood, and the tsar soon returned to sentiments more in keeping with his traditional policy. However, his inveterate dislike of Austria, strengthened by the resentment of the part she had taken in the Serbo-Bulgarian War in 1886, precluded the continuation of close political ties with Vienna. Giers, while hoping that the traditional alignment of Powers might eventually be revived, bowed to his master's will: an alliance with Germany was to replace the alliance of the three emperors. Bismarck, alarmed by the anti-German outbursts in the Russian press and haunted by the specter of a Franco-Russian alliance, welcomed the overtures of St. Petersburg. Negotiations were opened in Berlin in May and were conducted by the chancellor and the Russian ambassador Count Paul Shuvalov. The embarrassing situation created by the existence of the secret Austro-German alliance was cleared up in a frank and honorable manner: Bismarck read to Shuvalov the text of the 1879 treaty and explained that, although directed against Russia, it was strictly defensive. This awkward matter safely out of the way, negotiations proceeded swiftly; the secret Russo-German treaty was signed on June 18, 1887, N.S.29
2* The text of the AustroGerman treaty of al&ance was published, by Bismarck's order, m Feforaary, 1888.